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General Summary of sews, 





EUROPE, 


.. . There have been no recent arrivals from rea; and the end 
of March continues to be the latest date of the intelligence 
from Eurepe, brought out by the ships that touched at Madras. 


A respite from the discussion of local topics, enables us to 
return with much pleasure to the scries of European intelli- 
gence which had been partially interrupted, and in doing this, 
we follow the order of dates in going through the English Pa- 
pers from which we have made the following selections:;— 


England.—Among the recent legal decisions, which have 


taken place in England, the following are worthy of particular 
notice : 


The clergy have not a power to alter the fees of the church 
atcording to pleasure-—Bequests made to the poor refer to 
poor not receiving alms.—Notes of bankrupts, purchased or re- 
ceived in payment subsequent to the date of the commission, 
are not available, either as a set off to the estate, or as proof un- 
der the commission. 


In a Letter describing the effects generally produced by 
the association of our countrymen with the people in France, 
and vice versa, the following observations are given : 


It may be very true, that Frenchmen of the lower orders 
entertain feelings of hostility and a desire of revenge against 
our whole nation; but we have reason to believe, that well- 
informed Frenchmen distinguish as we ourselves would think 
reasonable, and by no means hold us as a peuple responsible 
for the actions of our rulers, or the proceedings of those who 
are not the people's true representatives. The residence of the 
occupying armies in France, after the bustle of war had ter- 
minated, when Frenchmen and Englishmen had leisure to con- 
verse with cach other as rational beings, has produced a great 
effect in destroying undue prejudices; aud it is said, we believe 
truly, that the Russian officers carried home with them from 
France, political information and opinions concerning the real 
interest of nations, which in their own country they would not 
have acquired in half a century. It is this light dispelling 
darkness, this progress of the mind in the acquisition of know- 
ledge, that will one day bring about a great and salutary change 
inthe Governments of Europe; and from Europe, probably 
over all the Eastern Hemisphere. 


The Committee for tie encouragement of Industry and Re- 
duction of Poor's Rates have, by a Circular, submitted to the 
Members of both Houses of Parliament the sum of the results 
deduced from the Communications submitted to the Committee 
by Peers, Commoners, Agriculturists,and other competent persons 
engaged in trade and manufactures; from which the following 
facts appear to be fully ascertained;—lst. That an emincnt 
mean of improving the condition of the labouring class and di- 
minishing pauperism, would be to afford labouring poor, small 
portions of land on easy terme—Zdly. That this practice pro- 


| motes industry; furnishes employment to the rising rave; pre- 


vents a dependence on parish aid; is most favourable to morae 
lity: and prevents lesser offences, tending to greater crimes. —~ 
3dly. That it has in some districts operated to the keeping 
down, in others almost to the utter extinction, of poor's rates. 


A clause has been introduced into the Marine Mutiny Bill 


' now in Parliament, “to render Captains in the Marines liable 


to take Parish Apprentices, as well as Captains in the Army.” 


The Bill for preventing bribery and corruption in the fu- 
ture Elections for the Borough of Penryn, admits the Free- 


holders of the adjoining Hundreds of Penwith and Kirriar to 
a right of votimg. 


Mr. Protheroe, M. P. for Bristol, finding he has to pay the 
expences of the Election contest for that city, contrary to the 
express understanding on which he came forward, honestly and 
independently tells the electors, “ that his connexion with the 
City of Bristol will terminate at the expiration of the period 
for which he thus purchases the honor of representing it.” 


Among tke Petitions lately presented to the House of Com- 
mons, is one from the Labourers in Husbandry of the country 
of. Worcester; praying, “ that some means might be adopted 
to enable them to live by their labour, and thus prevent their 
deriving their bread from the alms of a parish.” 


In the case of Lady Emily Vane Tempest tried on the 
80th of March. Sir A. Piggott moved the Court to remove 
all restraint with respect to the proposed marriage of this La- 
dy with Lord Stewart, and that the marriage might be allowed 
to take place as soon as the necessary deeds were prepared. 


‘Mr. Martin, for Mrs. Taylor, said he had_no instructions to op- 


pose the motion. ‘he Lord Chancellor said, “Sir Arthur, take 
your motion.” 


Another Paper says,—The Lord Chancellor bas given a 
final judgment in the interesting case of the marriage of Lord 
Stewart to Miss Tempest, to the following effect, viz— That 
his Lordship did not see any thing in the new petition of Mrs. 
Taylor that ought to make him change his former opinion, 
which confirmed the Master's report, that it was a fit and pro 
per marriage for the infant—Pettion dismissed. 


An anecdote is given of some of the items of expenditure 
of the public money, which will excite some surprise; and we 
think the recommendation that follows the recital deserves 
attention. 


In the account of the extraordinary expences of the Civil 
List for the last year, presented to the House of Commons, there 
are four items amounting to 22,500/. paid to Messrs. Rundell 
and Bridge tor Gold Snuff Boxes presented to Foreign Ministers! 
—a sum more than equal to the whole expence of the Ame- 
rican Goverament for their Embassies to all the Courts of 
Europe. There are several other items of sums of moncy paid 
to other foreigners, who did us the honor to visit the British 
Court, particularly 1,200. to three German Barons, attendants 
onthe Prince of Homburg, and 500!., by way of viaticum, to 
the Prince Vastelcicala, upow his daking (cave in the claractet 
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ef Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary from the 
King of the Two Sicilies!—Why do they not adopt the econo- 
mical plan of the East India Company? They make their offi- 
cers and servants who receive presents in return to lodge them 
in the Company's Stores on their return, and thus they have the 
quid pro quo. 

The Band of Music of the sitting Members for Chester at 
the last Election cost 16,0001.! several of the gentlemen who 
composed this political orchestra being voters! 


A very general notion is entertained, that more suicides 
are committed in England than in other countries, The late 
publication of Mr. Kamptz, of Berlin, founded on official Re- 
turns, in the towns of Prussia, proves the contrary ; in one town 
the suicides in 1817 amounted to one in every 62 of the inha- 
bitants. 

We were not before aware that magistrates had the power 
of punishing persons for aspiring beyond their sphere of life, 
or entering into the amusements of their superiors, unless these 
were prohibited by law, or supported by ill-gotten funds. The 
following paragraph from a provincial Paper seems however to 
prove the contrary. It stands thus— 

High Life below Stairs.—Tie following copy of a card of 
invitation was lately addressed to “ Mr. Dalbiac’s Servants, 
Buckham Hill, Sussex.” 


1818—The favour of your Company is requested to a Ball 
and Card Party, at the King’s Head Inn, Uckfield, on Monday, 
the 28th Dec. by your humble Servant, J. HARTLEY. 


The Uckfield Magistrates summoned Mr, Hartley before 
them, and fined him forty shillings ! 

Two very barbarous and brutal acts are attributed to Eng- 
lishmen, such as we should hardly have thought were tobe found 
among the lowest classes of a people, renowned for their love 
of what is termed fair-play, and for disdaining the common acts 
of treachery in fighting, with which they so constantly re- 
proach foreigners. The paragraphs are as follows : 

D. Donovan was found guilty of biting off the nose of M. 
Donovan in a fight which thiey had, and was sentenced to two 
months’ imprisonment, the first fortnight in solitary confinement. 


J. J. Wakeman was sentenced to six months’ imprison- 
ment, having been found guilty of seizing R. Cotton by the 
throat, and forcing out his tongue, half of which he bit off, and 
next day bragged of having eaten. 





ASIA. 

In our Journal of yesterday, the word Capture was made 
use of instead of Restoration, in announcing the fact of the 
Dutch having taken possession of Padang. Though the history 
of this place and of the disputes that have been agitated re- 
garding it, must be too familiar to our readers to render any 
misconception likely on the subject, yet we have thought it 
worth while to correct this error of wording. The sentence in 


which the fact is announced is plain enough, and speaks for itself. 


Padang was, with all the other Dutch possesions in that 
qvarter, to have been restored to them long ago under the pro- 
mises of the Treaty for the restoration of their eastern settle- 
ments and colonies to the Netherlands Government; but the 
measures of Sir Stamford Raffles, which we have before detail- 
ed, went to the retention of this place as an exception to the 
general order; and from the voluminous official correspondence 
that has been published on this subject, it appears Sir Stamford 
had gone the length of declaring to the Dutch Commissioner, 
that he would not restore Padang until Palembang was given up 
to the English, or something to that effect. 

We understand that so long ago even as the year 1817, 
orders were dispatched from this Government to restore Padang 
to such Dutch Officers as might apply for the restoration under 


due authority; but the want of troops to resume their charge, 
which impeded even their taking possesion of the more important 
settlement of Malacca, until long after the period when they 
might have entered it, if they -had been prepared, prevented 
their resuming charge of Padang also. 


The disputes between Sir Stamford Raffles and the Dutch 
Authorities subsequent to this, led, as our readers will remem- 
ber, to its retention by him; but now it appears that by a second 
order, still posterior to this, it has been restored to its original 
possessors. 


The part of the intelligence on which we laid most stress, 
was that which we still deem of the greatest importance, name- 
ly, the discouragement given to the British Trade in that quar- 
ter by the raising the duties on all exports and imports e 
double their former amount. ; 

While we are on this subject, we may mention a report 
that we have heard of Sir Stamford Raffles intending to proceed 
on a visit to Batavia, from Singapore, in which Mr. Blunt was to 
accompany him; as well as another rumour, that there was an 
idea of abandoning Fort Marlborough as the seat of Govern- 
ment, and transferring it to Singapore. 





Catholic Question, Rights of the People, anv. 
Liberty of the [Oress, 


. To the Editor of the Calcutta Journal. 
1R, 

At no great distance of time we shall probably receive 
very interesting reports from home, of Parliamentary Debates 
on the Catholic Question. I have been lately reading a Speech 
on that subject, spoken in May 1807, by Dr. Valpy, in the Town 
Hali at Reading; and the subjoined extracts from the notes which - 
are added to it, may not, perhaps, be unacceptable at this time: 


“But Lord Sidmouth’s servioes to the liberties of his coun- - 
try are not so generally known. He has had the merit of 
uniting a support of the Royal prerogative with an attention to 
the rights of the people. Like Nerva, res olim dissociabiles miscuit, , 
principatum ac liberlatem. (Tacit: Jul. Agric. 3) One instance I 
witnessed, and cannot omit. In the year 1798, a bill was brought 
into Parliament, subjecting the printers, publishers, editors, and 
proprietors of Newspapers to a severe and summary punish- 
ment from the hand of Government. It is indeed probabie, and 
candor will cherish the idea, that the mover of it himself was 
not aware of the extent of the danger. Had it passed into a 
law, the public press would have been at the mercy of. the Ad- 
ministration, and the existence of Newspapers would have been 
as precarious as it is in France (1807). It was in vain that the 
friends of the liberty of the press in the House of Commons 
remonstrated. Lord Sidmouth alone preserved it. He clearly 
saw that the measure in contemplation would only encrease the - 
evils which it professed to remedy,—that the editorship and 
proprietorship of Newspapers would be cunfined to those per- 
sons who set no estimation on their public character or personal 
liberty,—and that the bil ‘went far beyond the ends of sub- 
stantial justice, and conferred a power which no Administration 
ought tu possess.’ He exerted his influcnce with the proposer 
of it, and obtained a modification which rendered it consistent 
with consitutional freedoom.” 


In the course of his Speech, Dr. Valpy observed that— 
‘the mildness of conciliation will soften animosity, and dissolve 
inveterate antipathies; but opposition wiN only exasperate pre- 
judice, aad rouse all the furies of resistance and rebellion.” 

On this passage is the followin;; note:—* The sentiments of 
a most honorable character may be here properly introduced, 
as delivered in Parliament. ‘Lord Moira reprobated the con- 
duct of the Executive Government, which was repugnant to 
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the feelings of the 7 of Ireland, inconsistent with the cha- 
racter of the people of England, and highly injurious to the 
real interests of both countries. Men have a right to be well 
and justly governed; and, when they feel themselves aggrieved, 
have a right to state their complaints, and to call for redress with 
firmness ;—to accuse them of ingratitude for thus complaining, 
was the most provoking petulance as well as injustice. He had 
stated—not casual excesses, er accidental abuses,—not what he 
had loosely heard of, but what himself had witnessed,—a con- 
stant uniform precedure of impolitic Government in that part 
of the country to which he had alluded. If these things were 
true, and true he knew them to be;—if their Lordships knew 
them, and now they did know them,—what excuse would they 
have if, in the hour of peril, the people of Ireland should re- 
fuse to support the Government? It was not the resources-that 
he dreaded; it was not the want of men that he apprehended; 
it was the want of affection ;—that was the object of his fear. 
Without that affection, we might call in vain for union in all 
parts of the Empire, and for a vigorous exertion against the 
common enemy ;—without conciliatory measures, that affection 
would never-arise.”"—(Parliamentary Debates, Nov. 22, 1797.) 


I send you this last exract, Mr. Editor, not solely om ac- 
count of its being apposite to the expected discussions on the 
Catholic Question, but as illustrative of the striking and beau- 
tiful consisteney of the sentiments and opinions of the illustri- 
ous and magnanimous Nobleman adverted to, as we hear and 

feel them uttered even at this present day here in Calcutta, 
with those which were maintained and publicly expressed by 
His Lordship, two and twenty years ago. 


I remain, Sir, 
Your's obediently, 


Chowringhee, July 26, 1819. SCRAP. . 





Post Office Partialittes, 


— 


To the Editor of the Calcutta Jonrnal. 
Sir, 

"As you have already so very praiseworthily detected 
and exposed several abuses in the Post Office Department, I 
hope you wili pardon me for applying for your counsel in the 
following case connected with that establishment. 


Not a 100 miles hence, a person had occasion. to send.a 


watch to Calcutta, to be repaired. It was tendered at the Post : 


Office, enclosed and secured in a round tin-box, for the purpose 
of transmission by Dawk Bangy, but was refused to be received 
by the Post Master, with a notification that watches and other 
valuables were forbidden to be sent by that conveyance. The 
gentleman being told by a friend. that he had sent his watch to 
Calcutta only a few weeks before, and had received it back 
again by the same conveyance; he, for the third time, tendercd 
it at the Post Cilice, with the words “ of no value” written above 
the address.. It was again refused, with no further notice than 
that it would not be received. 


As it was well known to him, and indeed to every one; 
that valuables of a!! kinds, from diamond tiaras to silver forks 
and spoons, were contixually travelling to and from Calcutta by 
Dawk Bangy, he was at a loss to comprehend why his watch 
was refused to be sent, when {rom its superscription the Post 
Office was exonerated from all responsibility\in the event of its 
loss ; but experiencing very considerable inconvenience from 
the want of it, he resolved.to: offer it-in another form. It wes 
therefore packed up in a small square box, bearing exactly the 
same address as it had in its former shape. 


Being at a friend’s house, he asked him the favor of letting * 


one of his chuprassies carry it to the Post Office. It was ac- 
cordingly so done; but it being observed there, that the super- 
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scription was the same, and in the same hand writing as the fore 
mer exceptionable package, the man was interrogated very 
closely, whether it was the property of the gentleman in ques- 
tion or not; and he saying that he did not really know but that 
he had got it from his master, it was received, a receipt given, 


_ and it is to be hoped was safely transmitted to its destination. 


I wish to know therefore, from any one who may undertake 
to defend this conduct, through your impartial and independent 
Journal, whether a public Institution, such as the Post Office, is 
warranted in shewing any partiality in the discharge of its func- 
tions to one individual, more than to anether. I have always un- 
derstood that this establishment was for the convenience of the 
public service and of the community at large, as well for the 
emolument of the state, and that it was upon no account to be 
conducted by the caprice of a Post Master Generat or his De- 
puties, but upon Rules and Regulations well known and under« 
stood and administered with the strictest impartiality. 


I am your obedient servant, 


Benares, July 14, 1819.. 0. P: 





Q Seaman's Sentiments. 


To the Editor of the Bengal Hurkaru.’ 
Sin, 
I cannot pass unnoticed the arrogant sarcasm you have ° 
thrown on the Commanders of this Port, in your Paper of the 
26th instant. 


Cloked in g fallacious robe, you attack the Editor of the 
Journal; but as you boast that you are intimately acquainted 
with our grievances, why did you not, as the Guardian of our 
rights, stand forward to contest them. No, you meekly sur- 
rendered; and now, envious of our success, you dart your ve- 
nom on the public-spirited individual who has outstripped you. 


Your attack displays no greatness of mind, but the imbeci- 
lity of human nature. . Is it that you feel your interest engaged 
to oppose us—as a tacit compliance might be thought to allow 
too easy a triumph to your rival? 


We feel proud in finding, in him, an Editor ‘who will es- 
pouse the cause of the injured, who will assist us in an endea- 
vour to regain our rights, and exert his talents in exposing the 
abuses of an Establishment founded for the public benefit, on a 
syetem which promised to extend ite aid op every side; but 
which grants no facility, affords no relief, diffuses no satisfac- 
tion, yields no benefit, nor remedies any of the evils so loudly 
complained of by the projector of it at the outset. 

These are the sentiments of a numerous body of respecta- 
ble Commanders, who can substantiate what they affirm; and 
who tell you boldly that if you are acquainted with every stage: 
of the proceedings of the Office, as you affirm, you ought to 
have aided the Editor of the Journal in exposing its abuses, ra- 
ther than have sucered at his manly exertions in the cause of 
justice, equity, and truth; unless it is that since you have been 
honored by the notice of such a writer, as admitting you to the . 
privileges of fair and-equal contest, you look down on your for. 
mer comrades and brother seamen as fit objects for oppression. 

In the hope that this distinction will not, by its effulgence, . 
entirely dazzle or destroy your intellect; but that your labours, . 
if not public-spirited, may prove more profitable than that of 
the deserving Commanders whom you so faithlessly abandon te. 
the yoke of the Marine Registry Office, 

I subscribe myself, on behalf of the Commanders, 

Your’s, &¢. . 

A BRITISH SEAMAN, 
AN-OWNER, AND COMMANDER- 
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Imperial parliament. 


. HOUSE OF COMMONS,—Tnurspay, Fevavaay 18. 


TRANSPORTATION OF CONVICTS. 


Mr. Bennet, in pursuance of a notice which he had given on 
a former occasion, and in conformity with the opinivps and wishes 
of many most respectable classes of society, rose to claim the at- 
tention of the House to a subject that well deserved it. He could 
not conceive how it could be more beneficially directed than to the 
consideration of a system of punishment, involving in ite applica: 
tion so much uncertainty and varicty. It was with some surprise 
he had iearned that his motion for a Committee oi Laquiry wus to 
be opposed, and opposed merely ov the pretence that 1 was in 
eluded in the Noble Lord’s notice. 1f the result of the Noble Lord’s 
motion respecting the state of gaols should be noting more than 





fhe circulation of interrogatories, according to pre-estabiished | 


form, be would venture to predict, that no satisfactory information 
would be obtained. To jusiily this opinion, he would reier to the 
accounts received in answer to such interrogatories of the goals 
io’ Scotland, and ask the House to contrast them with the state- 
meuts commuuicated iv the valuebie work of Mr. Gurney. Ano- 
ther reason for opposing bis motion was, as he understood, that 
two Reports of a iormer Committee on Penitentiary Houses, aud 
on the siate of the Hulks, had becn already before the House. 
Some of ihe recommendations of that Committee had undoubtedly 
been carried into effect, whilst others had been wholly disregarded, 
Not less a nuoiber than. 901 persons bad been transported to Botany 
Bay in 1617, notwithstanding those recommendations. The only 
excuse for such a proceeding that he bad yet heard of was, that 
the prisoners preferred this lot to confinement ip a penitentiary, or 
to labour on the hulks; but it was surely nota sullicic nt ground for 
inflicting a puvishment second only tw death in the estimation of 
the law, that it was the choice uf the criminal bimself. He knew 
with what difficulty the House could be brc ught to atiend to figures ; 
but be was in the present instance, compeiied to have recourse to 
them. The number employed on the bulks had rapidly increased 
during the three last years, being, in the year 1916, 1,715; in the 

ear 1817, 2,186; and inthe year 1818, 2,450. [Here the Hon. 
PMember entered into a statement of the numbers transported, and 
for what term, during the same period, with a rapidity and indis- 
tinctnees of utterance, which, combined with the hum of private 
conversation in the House, bafiled our mosi pointed attention. }— 
Ht was certain, that the condition of the bulks bad, since the Report 
of the last Committee was made, been materially improved ; they 
were no longer the same deposi(ories of disease as they had becu. 
Siill, however, their existed great faults, and the chief of them was, 
the entire want of classification. Old and young offenders were 
placed together ; vo distinction was made between the poacher, the 
deserter, and the bigamist. Although the blame rested immediate- 
ly with Mr. Capper, the principal officer in that department, it 
should be recollected, that Mr. Capper was but the instrument of 
Lord Sidmouth. Many of these prisuners were boys Letween 16 
and 17 years of age, a time of lite when the passions were most 
lively, and the heart most flexible, At this age it was that they 
were shut out from the means of reformation, aud associated with 
voterans in iniquity. What was this but to sow the seeds of tature 
ceimes? it would be easy to prove, by en exumination of the re- 
turns, that crimes were accordingly increasing, and that the punish- 
meat and the expense atiending that increase were in the same 
proportion, The Report of the Committee had indicated tbat great 
dimination of expense would arise from the system of penticntia- 
ries. The latest accounts from New South Wales represented that 
every thing went on in its former course ; and that those who were 
newly arrived, heaped benedictions on the heads of those who had 
beea instrumental in lessening the pains and hardships of their 
voyage. With reference to the convict ship Baring, to which he had 
aliuded on a jormer night, when his staiemenis were ia some degree 
doubted, Le could only observe, that he bad merely said what he be- 
lieved to be truc, avd what he believed he had personally seen.— 
Elia statcment had been contradicted, on the authoriiy of a calcu- 
Jation, which, for one, be wes not able to understand. The eticct 
was, however, intended to show that four persons only occupied 
a birth, He had made every inquiry which could, as he appre- 
hended, be usetul to the just understanding of the state of convicts 
én their passage, and be would piedge himself to the asscition, 
that whea examined it would be found that nothing short of moral 
suia could arise from the manner in wich Uy were Uvaled, 


South Wales, had been appointed magistrates by 


and confined together. Let the House figure to itself 200 ot 
300 human beings stowed down in the bold of a transport, for 
#0 many hours evcry day, and during so long a voycge. He had 
conveised with various officers who bad siuiied in them, and ail of 
whom were anauimeus in declaring tat u occs.e of greater: misery, 
filth, and horror, could seascely be imagined; thatthe poxicus vae 
pours were so intolerable as to prevent them irom going beliw, 
aud that the distress in the warm latitudes was extreme. Endless 
evidence might be found to ehew that the whole petiod of the voy> 
age was passed, if not im torture, in every species of that licenti- 
ousners which might be expected to prevaii in the absence of al} 
employment and of all instruction, ont where the sole object wag 
ww get rid of the preseut hour. Under the present system, ibe pu- 
nishment, in addition to the bodily suffering which it causcd, in- 
volved in its immediate consequences moral degradation and men- 
tal misery. 4f he should be told that these were incidents insepa- 
rable from that 8) stem, his answer was tbat no argument could be 
stronger for abolishing it. The Noble Lord might say, that great 
good had already resulted to the colony of New South Wales, by 
adopting the recommendation ef a Committee which sat scme years 
ago. tut the state of that colony stili required investigation: it 
had cost siuce iis foundation in the year 1788, a sum of 4,000,G002, 
and the annual expense was still increasing. Inthe year 1797 it 
was 06,400/, iv 16:1 it amounted to 116,7071., in 1815 it had adé 
vanced to 198,456/, and in 1817 1t was 220,1390/. He was aware 
that these accoun's included incidental expenses; but the generad 
increase was incuutrovertible; and he would maintain, tuat no 
example could be produced of a greater sacrifice of human hap- 
piness, or a greater misapplication of pecuntury means. The de- 
fects in the system of governing the colony were numerous. In the 
first place, the Governor regulaied the price of all labour, and it 
was evident that such an arrangemeut must be attended with many 
hardships, both to the labourer and his employer. Another sub 
ject of complaint was, that under the present system, the Governor 
opened and shut the stores at his own pleasure. The consequence 
was, that frequently when traders came for cargoes, they found the 
storcs shut; and if they were unwilling to waste their time in wait» 
ing till it might be the pleasure of the Governor to open them, they 
had no alternative but to go away, Without accomplishing their 
object; and if they should go away under the persuasion that the 
ports would couunue shut for some time, it might happen that 
they would be opened the very day after their departure. Let the 
House conceive the colovists scading down provisions, and in 
consequence of finding the stores shut, obliged to sell them at 
a much jower price than they had been warranied to calculate on 
beture their arrival; and the persons who had bought those pro- 
Visions at a reduced price, perhaps lodging them in the stores the 
very nextday. Such a mode of procéeding, it waa evident, must 
be attended with great losses to individuals, aad ultimately with 
ruin to the colony. A few years ago (the Hozorable Geatieman 
mentioned the year, but in so inarticulate a manner that he could 
not be heard in the gallery,) the crops were so abundant, that the 
victuallers could not find a market for their grain; but no advan 
tage had been taken of this circumstance by the Governor. What 
had been the consequence! A short time aiier, whea grain was 
wanted by the Government, they were obliged to buy wheat at 16s, 
per bushel, which, but for this neglect, they might have bought ior 
Ya. Another subject of complaint was, that by the regulations 
which had been introduced by the Government, the price of beef 
had been materially affected and the interests of the agriculturist 
injured. The couniry, in his opinion, ought to be considered an 
agricultusal, and not a pastaral country, although tts aheep pro- 
duced wool superior to Spanish, and equal to Saxon. The next 
point to which he would direct the attention of the Rouse, was the 
manner in which justice was admivistered in the country. Tlie last 
Committee, in 1612, had recommended the introduction of trial by 
jury into this colony. Attached as he was to that nobie institution, ~ 
he would uot say, at present, that juries ought to Le introduced 
into New South Wales ; but be wished to bear the opinions of those 
who advocated, and of thoze who objected, to such a measure, 
stated openly, (dear), and let Patliament judge. Another subject . 
lotimately connected with the administration of justice was the . 
appointment of Magistrates. It was known that two aitornies, of 
the nawe of Laud and Jobuson, who had been transported to New 
acs, , the governor, * 
Jn a publication which he (Mr. Beuoet) had given to a cl ‘ 
sume time ago, he had mentioned that the pereon [we could-not 
hear his name] whom the governor bad appeinied to the office of 
surgeon-geneial, bad been sent as a convict from this country. He * 


icarued, however, tat bo had becu misinformed op this subject,’ 
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and that the gentleman whom he had mentioned was not a convict; 
and, as the ouly reparation which he could make to him, he had 
stopped the circulation of the pamphlet, because he thought it 
mizht be calculated to do him injury. No person living was #0 
little inclined as he was to injure the character of any man; and 
he accordingly took this public manner of correcting the error 
which he had committed unintentionally. But, to resume, be 
thought the fountain of justice onght to be pure, and that no con. 
Vict should be appointed toa judicial office. He would say, that 
these appointments were improper, and that it was the duty of the 
Nob!c Lord (Bathurst) at the head ‘of the Colonial Department to 
reprimand the governor for so gross an outrage on propriety and 


‘ Justice. This Laud, to whom he had alluded, he anderstood to be 


4D auctioncer; and, according to the custom of that country, as 
soon as he came down from the seat of justice, he got into a cart and 
sold blankets. (4 laugh.) This he conceived to be one of the most 
indecent acts that could possibly be exhibited. Convicts were sent 
from this country to New South Wales, in the hope that during 
the period of their banishment their vicious habits might be reform- 
ed; but the number of capital convictions which took place in 
that country, proved how unlikely it was that this hope would 
ever be realized under the present system. He had no other 
means of ascertaining the number of convictiens than by referring 
to the Gazettes, and he found there that no fewer than 27 persons, 
out of a population of 20,000, had been capitally convicted in two 
sessions. Here the number of convictions was much greater, in 
proportion to the population, than in this country. In Warwick- 
shire, where the assizes were the heaviest in the kingdom the pro- 
portion between the number of capital convictions in the course of 
six months, and the population was 1 to 8,000; and in Yorkshire, 
only 1 to 40,060. Ia short, it was impossible not to discover that 
there never was a country in which there was the same proportion 
of executions as in New Seuth Wales. With regard to the power 
of inflicting punishmentss he regretted extremely that the Act pla- 
eed that power in the hands of the Governor. How this power was 
used, the House might judge, when he informed them, that the Go- 
vernor ordered three men to be publicly flogged, for going through 
a hole in a wall, into what he called his park. Of this arbitrary act, 
there was but one opinion throughout all the colony. One of these 
persons was a free man, an artist of great ingenuity, and the in- 
ventor of a machine by which Government had put 10,0002. into 
their pockets. He woald recommend this machine to the Right 
Hon. Gentleman opposite. Such was the power of passion, that 
the Governor ordered 45 lashes to be inflicted by the pablic exe- 
cutioner on this free man, for so trifling an offence. He understood, 
indeed, that this person intended to institute a prosecution as soon 
as he returned home. When the Governor had a right to inflict 300 
Jashes on an offender, he was not acting on the laws of England, 
bat on the laws of a colony. He was not making a statement with- 
out authority: he could prove the fact by the magistrate who had 
yemonstrated against >it. If the Governor had the good fortune to 
have had a council, this could never have occurred more than once ; 
and why was it thought proper to put the lives and property of 
20,000 Englishmen into-the power of one man. without a council?’ 
The subject of the faxes levied in this colony was also well worthy 
of attention. He knew the argument would hold, that money might 
be levied in @ conquered colony ; but he was ready to meet any 
man on that’ ground, and to show; that New South Wales was not 
a conquered colony. The Governmentat present levied taxes to: 
the amount of 20,000/. a year, and he could see no reason why they 
might not as well impose assessed taxes. In this matter Parlia- 
ment should interfere, and not allow its privilege to be encroached 
on. Parliament, indeed, could give the Crown the power of levy- 
ing taxes, but the Crown had no such power without the permission 
of Parliament. He considered this an important question for the 
censideration of the House. The next subject:to which he should 
direct their attention was the state of religious and moral educa- 
tion in this colony. The Honourable Gentleman then read extracts 
of letters from Mr. Marsden, Chaplain-General of New South Wales 
in which it was stated, that the quantity of vicious matter sent out, 
could not be corrected ; that the young men preferred living unmar- 
ried; that most of the children were unbaptized ; and that the only 
appearance of religion was the custom of being marched to chareh 
on Sunday. A Catholic clergyman bad gone out voluntarily from 
Jveland, with the view of instructing conviets of that persuasion. 
Though he (Mr. Bennet) was no friend to the Catholio religion, 
yet he had no doubt that good morals under forty religions 
was better than immorality under one. This clergyman went 
from house to house, and exerted himself in the most laudable 


manner in promoting the comfort and correcting the morale 


of the people. But the governor thought proper to shut him up iw 
gaol, and afterwards sent him home. He hoped the government 
would take care that iu future proper religious instruotion be given 
to the Catholics.. Another subject which demanded inquiry was, 
the instruction of children. : It appeared at present, that out of 
4,000 children, only 1,000 had received any sort of moral or religi- 
ous education. There were in.seme places no churches and no 
clergymen, nor were any attempts made ‘to better their situation io 
that respect. He bad been told, that at Sidney only 170 persons 
went regularly to charch; and that of ail the women in New 
South Wales, 400 only had been known to go to ehurch. . He con- 
ceived, that in any country, whether Catholic or Protestant, it was 
a proof of the want of religion when the proportion of women who. 
attended church was so small. In 1808, Mr. Marsden wrote home 
to the predecessor of the Noble Lord now at the head of the Colo- 
nial Department, representing the moral depravity which prevailed 
in the colony. The women, after having been employed during 
the day, were turned out at night, and obliged to live on the wages 
of prostitution. Would the House believe that this continued to be 
the case till the 21st of March, 1818, when a house was built at- 
Sidney. for the reception of these miserable females? Mr. Marsden 
after describing the sufferings of the women, said—* In 1808 I mado 
these complaints ; but now, after a lapse of seven years [the letter 
which the Hon. Gentleman read was dated in 1815}, no improvement 
whatever has taken place. The male convicts are plundered for sup- 
port to these wretched females; not a sheep or hog, nota cabbage 
or potatoe, but they are liable to berobbed of.” He believed the. 
same might be said of the males; for there was hardly a night but 
crimes were committed at which even people in London would be 
startled. That this should be so, was not wonderful; for, on look- 
ing over the lists, he found that the governor licensed public houses, 
to the number of 52. Many of these were infamous brothels; and 
one in particular, called Oxford Bob, was a notorious receptacle 
for stolen goods. With these facts before them, was it not an eb- 
ject worthy of the attention.of the House, to consider how a colony. 
on the other side the globe was administered! But this was not 
all, He understood it was customary for the governor to give 
tickets to persons who had come out with their pockets filled by the 
crimes which they had committed in England; thus authorizing 
them to open shops, to be furnished by those very crimes. for which 
they had been transported. He conceived that the colony, .if well 
regulated, was calculated to become very profitable to this country. 
He knew a Mr. M’Arthur, who had introduced sheep-farming on 
an extensive scale, and who had sent over a considerable quantity 
of wool, which had turned out very well. We understood the Hon, 
Gentleman to say, that the governor, or those who were intrusted 
with the disposal of the convicts on their arrival, were not atten- 
tive to the applications which were.made to them -by the eettlers.; 
In one case, an application had been made for three agricalturists, 
and of the three persons sent, two were tailors, and the thitd a 
London pickpocket. (A laugh.) The Honourable Gentleman then. . 
entered into a comparative state of the expenses of. peniteatiaries 
in this country, and transportation to Botany Bay. . He could name 
a penitentiary where there were from 700 to 800 convicts, at an 
expense between 40,000/. and 50,000/. The comvicts transported’ 
to New South Wales were proved by the accounts.to be far more 
expensive. It was then a question deserving the greatest. consi- 
deration, whether the youths of the country were to be thus. sent 
out of it. Was it the object to reduce our population by trane-- 
porting all who became liable to that punishment? But if the ob- . 
ject was to support the colonies, let industrious settlers, persona. 
re with agriculture, be encouraged. When he had brought 
under the consideration of the House, the crowded state of our 
gaols, and the wants of the prisoners, he.was sneeringly asked whe- 
ther he would have Turkey carpets for them, and have them sup- 
plied with coffee and chocolate, He should probably, in like man- 
ner, be now asked whether he wished to abolish all punishment. 
So far, however, was he from being an enemy to punishment, that 
be was really a friend to punishment; but his intention was to make 
punishment wise, to make punisiiment discreet, to make punish- 
ment useful.. Transportation he believed to be the choice of many 
convicts; but of this he was sure, that there could not be a greater 
error upon thie subject than to consider example the great thing ; 
the real check upon panishment was facility of detection. Facili- 
ty of detection would do more good than all the rigour which Mi- 
nisters could introduce into the statate-book. Heasked pardon of 
the House for baving so long trespassed on their indulgence, and 
concluded by moving, that a Committee be appointed to inquire 
into the system of transportation, and the state of the colony of 
New: South -Wales, and to report their opinion to the House, 
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Lord Castiensacn began by stating, that in, the observations | 
he had to make, he should confine himself to the general scope and 
view of the motion, rather than enter on the details and particular 
grounds which the Hon. Genileman had brought befyre them. He 
could assure the Hon. Gentleman, that he should feel great regret, 
and that the Hon. Gentleman would do: him great injustice, if he 
should consider bim an opponent of his motion, rather than an ally 
ih its object. He joined issue with him, however, on the propriety 
of making this a subject of separate inquiry. The great object of 
a Committee to be s0 appointed was to inquire into the state of the 
gaols; and intimately connected with this was the inquiry into the 
system of transportation. He conceived, that to anite those subjects 
under one inquiry, was to ocoupy the time of the House more use- 
fully than by dividing them into separate subjects of inquiry. Having 
stated that be was no enemy to the motion, he would now submit, 
that if this case was to be inquired into on insulated grounds, whe- 
ther the inquiry would not be more proper in the Committee on 
gaols; but if it was te be conducted om great public principles, he 
submitted whether he was not pursuing the best ground for the Hon. 
-Geutieman’s own purpose, and could not claim te be joined with 
him. He would not shat his eyes against the defects in the system ; 
he would not stiut out this question; and he would readily concur 


‘jin any further investigation which the question might require, and 


in the fullest examination of Gentlemen who happened to have had 
an opportanity of acquiring most knowledge on the subject. But 
this case, he would repeat, was not one that required separate in- 


quiry. The Hon, Gentleman had made out no case for a separate | 


inquiry. A Committee on the same subject had been moved for in 
1812, by an Hon. and Learned Gentleman, who, he lamented, was 
no longer @ Member of that House, whose attention was as vigi- 
lant, and whose mind was as competent for such inquiries, as any 
-Gentleman's—he meant the late Sir Samuel Romilly. Whe result 
was, a Committce was instituted, and an elaborate Report was 
presented to the House, which he now héld in his hand. He only 
wished to read the concluding paragraph, ‘in order to shew what 
the view of the Learned Gentleman, and the able Gentlemen who 
assisted him, ‘was of that question. The paragraph alladed to stat- 


-ed, that it appeared to the Comittee that the subject had attract- 


ef more of the attention of Government than it had done for many 

ears afier the foundation of the Colony, and that from measures 
jately adopted, and the liberal views of the Governor, the best ef- 
fects might be expected.—( Hear )— When a second Committee had 
been afterwards proposed, his Noble Friend at the head of the Co- 
‘Idnial Department (Karl Bathurst) thought it better to have a Com- 
mission appointed for the purpose. The Commission was appointed, 


.aod his Noble Friend got an Hon. Gentleman, known be believed to 


the Hon. Mover, (Mr. Bennet aasented), to go andinquire personally, 
whether better arrangements could be made practicable. Therefore 
it appeared that this question had not been abandoned. That there 
were individuals who could give superior information, be was aware ; 
and he could assure the Hon. Gentleman he should have an oppor- 
tunity of examining them. Government had not been supine on 
this subject, but possessed now better means of inquiry than the 
Hon. Gentleman’s own means. As to the general question, since 
‘the Hon. Gentleman had been so candid in hia avowal, ke should 
meet him with equal candour. He knew the humanity of the Hon. 
Gentleman, and that all his exertions were prompted by humanity 
.abd an honest desire to relieve the miserable.—( Loud cheers. }—But 
from that very principle from which he acted, ho received informa- 
tidn in many cases with greater confidence than it deserved. He 
had accordingly that night handsomely acknowledged an injury he 
had dono to a gentleman ig consequence of misrepresentation. His 
Lordship always exercised much hesitation in believing the state- 
ments of the Hon. Gentleman, because, in the course of long ex- 
périence in Parliament, he had found, that the information relied 
of wos seldom correct. His object, too, was out of nature, and be- 
yond tie circumstauces of the case. As an instance of the fallaci- 
ons grounds Which the Hon. Gentleman assumed, he would refer 
to his statement, that capital punishments were more numerous in 
Botany Bay than in Warwickshire. Was he astonished that capi- 
‘tal punishments were more numerous in a country the one-third of 
whose inbabitants were convicts, than in a country of this moral, 
civilized, and he trusted, honest country? It was from the same 
mode of viewing objects that he was so dissatisfied with the re- 
gulations for transportation. His sensitive mind could not bear 
the state of the soldier or the sailor. Hie Lordship never 
found his situation pleasant in a packet boat daring a storm, 
he did not say in the rough company of sailors or of soldiers, 
but even in the company of ladies. (Much laughter.) But 
uniess they could contriye to haye a pleasant trip by land, to 
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the Continent, he did not see how: this inconvenience vould be 
avoided. His spews considered this subject asa branch of a 
large system. He could not separate the question of the Honorable 
and Learned Gentleman on the second bench,'(Sir James Mackin- 
tosh), from the question of the large, great, and comprehemsive in- 
quiry into the laws respecting panishments, and the various modes 
of carrying them into effect. ‘The principle at issue this night, ap- 
ne to him to have been setiled by the House on a former night, 
their decision on the question betweon his Right Honourable 
riend ‘the Chancellor of the Exchequer) and the Right Honoura- 
ble Gentleman opposite (Mr. Tierney), The latter Right Hon. 
Gentleman had urged, that there were two questions before the 
House—the state of the Bank, and the state of the exchanger— 
and had pressed the best reasens that could be pressed apop the 
House, for appointing two separate Committees; yet the House 
considering that the twe inquiries were inseparable, had decided 
that one Committee was beat. They had now, upon a very great 
and important question, a suggestion that not only two, but that 
three Committees should be appointed upon this one subject. Ho 
submitted, that if there-was not an intellectual impossibility, there 
was even a physical impossibility for the House, who had se much 
business by the Bank-inquiry and other subjects, and particularly 
in this Session, when there were s0 many Election Committees, to 
find a sufficient number of individuals to provide materials for so 
many Committees. If one Committee embraced the whole con- 
nected inquiry, a suitable and sufficient Committee could be ap- 
pointed ; but if the question were divided into three separate in- 
quiries sufiicient Committees could not be found. He should be 
very much at a loss, if he were appointed on one of the Commit- 
tees, anless he had the assistance of the Hon. Mover of this ques~ 
tion, and of the Honourable and Learned Gentleman who had 
given notice of a motion for the 2d of March, on that Committee. 
it was absolutely necessary, therefore, that the House should make 
up their mind as to which was the best proposition of the three, 
ou which to institute the inquiry, This proposition was the least 
fit for the purpose, because it was the narrowest view of the sub- 
ject. Besides, the Commiitee of 1812 had given a full and satia- 
factory report, and the Government was now in progress with their 
inquiries apon the subject. If any of the three branches of inquiry 
should stand still, this ought to be that branch, But it was ap im- 
portent subject, and having formed an important and moral view 
of the subject, the Committee would inquire whether capital pu- 
nishments would be diminished by any changes in the laws of 
transportation. He thought he bad now stated fairly why the 
motion of the Hon. Gent. could not be made the basis of the ge- 
neral inquiry. He should now state why the motion of the Hoa. 
and Learned Gent. was also unfit for that parpose. A future op- 
portanity would occur for discussing this question; but be thought 
there would be no inconvenience if he now stated his views on the 
question. The object of the Hon. and Learned Gent, was, to in- 
quire into the criminal lawe of the country, and into the practice 
of colonization by convicts, in order to mitigate the extreme seve- 
rity of those laws, His Lordship’s object was to inquire into the. 
state of the prisons. He did not mean to exclude the criminal law 
of the country from this inquiry, but the criminal law could not be 
inquired into witha view of mitigating its severity, without taking 
at the same time a view of the secondary resource for punishments 
that should be abolished. Here his Lordship begged leave to wake 
an observation upon the comparison of the Hon. Gentleman, be- . 
tween the number of capital punishments ia Botany Bay and in 
some counties in this country. Capital punishments must be more 
frequent there, since they bad no place for transportation, and no . 
secondary resource. Itwas better to start the jnquiry from a 
practical thao from an abstract point. Uf it were started from a 
moral and abstract point, they would be constantly getting into . 
questions of practice. It was uawise io any State, most of all in . 
this country, to arraign before the public the existing criminal law, . 
without presenting atthe same time a remedial resource. By 
the course he proposed, they would have the whole view of the 
subject before them; they could sec where the pressure of severity | 
was exccesive. They could see where relief could be afforded to | 
haman suffering by the diminutionof crime, through the force of 
example ; and they could ascertain what were the best remedies | 
for the evils of the present system. He preferred his own motion, 
because the others diverged, while his rather concentrated the at- 
tention of Parliament. He was not prepared to say that the pre- 
sent motion Was the most dangerous ; he meant by dangerous, apt, 
by instituting an inquiry iuto evils, without a corresponding reme- 
dy, to create discontent and danger. He had himself taken the. 
middie course; be proposed to inquize inte the state of prisons and : 


punishments, and by that inquiry they would be natarally led to 
consider the various degrees of severity and the necessity of the 
severest punishments, The House knew that he was not for stifling 
inquiry, but that the fullest means of inquiry should be given. But 
ho deprecated the lowering the wisest and: the best system of ju- 
risprudence which the world ever saw, in the eyes of the people, 
till Parliament should have provided arcmedy. He would not 
oppose the motion, but he moved the previous question, conceiving 
that mode to be more respectful towards the Hon. Gentleman, as 
well as more consistcat with his own real sentiments omthe subject. 


The previous question was then pat from the chair. 


.. Mr. Witeerronce rose, and after a few prefatory observations, 
which we did not hear, declared that he felt always disposed to re- 
sist the opinion of one who is willing to accede to one species of 
inquiry, and yet oppose it altogether.—( Hear, hear, hear! from the 
Oppesition. ) 

Lord CastLeneacn here observed, that he could not suppose 
that the Hon. Gentleman wished to misrepresent him, and yet he 
really did not know how any one could have misconceived him. 


Mr. Wicserrorce said he could not help his impressions: 

( Loud laughter.) If he had come inte that House without any in- 
formation on the subject, he should have supposed, from the former 
of his Lordship’s speech, that he was for no inquiry ; but the 
atter part drew.the former part in, and professed a wish for inquiry. 
( Great cheering and laughter.) If he had gone away after he had 
heard the former part of his speech, he should have supposed that 
no inquiry was thought necessary into this important, delicate, and 
certainly difficult subject. Iu the Noble Lord’s speech, there had 
not one word been said of any attempt to promote the moral im- 
provement of the country. Ought not a peculiar system of Police 
to have been adopted? Why were they denicd the Engtish Consti- 
tution, if not for the special purpuse of applying a Police. neces- 
sary in their sitaation, or conducive to their reformution? Undoubt- 
edly it must be confessed, that for some time past this Colony had 
attracted too little attention. The war, and other subjects, had 


diverted the view of the country from a consiilerativun of those 
‘establishmenis which ought never to be neglected; and\thus, since 
3812, no inquiry had been institated into the state of a Colony essen- 
tially comnected with the criminal jurisprudence of the country. 


The state of things was now very different. He coald enter on the 
inquiry with a full certainty that it would command attention, and 
with the prospect that the results obtained would throw light on 
other questions in which be felt aninterest. Considering thia to be 
the ease, he (Mr. Wilberforce) could not but feel surprised at the 
speech of his Noble Friend (Lord Castlereagh), which appeared 
made for the purpose rather of stifling than promoting inquiry. If 
the arguments used by his Noble Friend were to be decisive in this 
instance, the House would find that nothing had yet been done 
towards the objects which all professed to have in view, and that, 
like an old soldier, his Hon. Friend would have to “fight all his 
battles o’er again.” The object of the motion’ of which his Hon. 
and Learned Friend (Sir J. Mackintosh) had given notice, was an 
inquiry into our criminal code, for the purpose of ascertaining 
whether the number of onr criminal panishments ought to be di- 
minished; but this was a subject quite sufficient of itself to occupy 
the attention of one Committee. One of the great evils of our 
present criminal jurisprudence was, that the nominal system was 
not the real one, and that we enacted laws, which, from their seve- 
rity, wo had not the heart to execate. The inquiry into the state 
of the inhabitants of New South Wales, and the effects of trans- 
portation on the morals and general condition of the persons sen- 
tenced to that colony, was certainly connected with the object of 
the motion alluded to, bat was too extensive to form only a part of 
it. Itmight be carricd on with the view of ascertaining whether a 
substitate might not be found in transportation, for many of the 
punishments which were now made capital ; but in this view it was 
only one among several other substitutes. With this object, not 
only transportation, but the state of the gaols, the classification 
of prisoners, and many other subjects, would come before the Com- 
mittee on the Criminal Laws, any one of which would nearly be 
sufficient for its investigation. On the state of the prisons we had 
not only the information of Mr. Howard to peruse, but a book that 
contained statements with which all ought to be acquainted, and 
reasonings to which most must yield. ( Hear. hear.) That book 
had proved that prisoners might be employed for their refor- 
mation, and shewn that thus the necessity for capital puvish- 
ments, which was created by an unchecked progress in crime, 
might be reduced. He (Mr. Wilberforce) was therefore surprised, 
‘considering the extensive field alpopady marked out for the labours 


-of the Committep abont to be 


that his Noble Friond 
(Lord Castlereagh) should propose to impose upon it, in addition, 
the present inquiry. Not only the gaols of this country, but the 
state of the gaols on the Continent, and in the United States of Ame- 
rica, would come to be examined. But why should the investiga- 
tion of this subject not be presecuted separately from that into the 
state of the colony of New South Wales, which was perfectly distinct 
from it? ( Hear, dear.) Were the same Committee to have these 
distinct and ate duties imposed upon them, their labours 
would neither terminate in any reasonable time, nor lead to any 
practical result. To undertake a limited part of the task, nothing 
would be a sufficient inducement but the feeting of un indispensa- 
ble duty ; and the labour, therefore, onght not to be rendered inef- 
ficient by being made too extensive. When the temptations to the 
commission of crimes were weighed—when the want of education 
was taken into the account—when it was considered that the boy, 
the child, was doomed to capital punishment, it must happen that 
the laws could not be executed; that a merciful forbearance, pro- 
eceding from a fear of drawing down the infliction of too severe a 
vengeance, would be indulged ; that the guilty would be frequent! 

allowed to escape, and there would be a gambling in crime whic 

would tend to promote its increase. This was a subject extensive 
enough for the inquiries of one Committee; and he therefore wish- 
ed it to be separated from that proposed this night on the motion 
of bis Honourable Friend. If,indeed, there was any disposition 
to probe the evil to the bottom, it could only be done by a separate 
and distinct investigation. He himself (Mr. Wilberfore) was pos- 
sessed of information which would occupy for some time the labours 
of a Committee. The time was pressing for both subjects. Since the 
last inquiry into the etateof New South Wales, in 1812, seven years 
had elapsed; and calculating that on an average 2000 persons had 
been transported annually, we had sent out since that time 14,000 
individuals. Was it nothing, that, withoutany accurate knowledge 
of the state of society in that colony, or any strict inquiry into its 
means of improvement, we had increased its population by so many 
wretched convicts? His Honourable Friend (Mr. Bennet,) he (Mr. 
Wilberforce) knew, was accurate in his facts, as he had received 
his information from a man who was well acquainted with the subs 
ject, and whose veracity was above question—a man who acquired 
ibe admiration of all who knew his merita—a man who shonc as @ 
Leight example in the moral world—who deserved the title of a mo- 
ral hero—who had overcome difficulties for the amelioration of his 
species, in the most unfavourble circamstances, which would al- 
ways eutear bis name to the friends of virtue and humanity. This 
individual (the Rev. Mr. Marsden) bad said, that in transport ves« 
sels instances had occurred in which the convicts had only to 
choose between death and prostitution. Could any fact show ina 
stronger light the necessity of inquiry than this circumstance ?— 
( Hear. ) Such an inquiry should be putsued with geal. If it were 
instituted unwillingly, or with apparent reluctance ; if it were to be 
prosecuted with languor, or ifit were followed merely to get quit of 


| a disagreeable feeling, and if the work were done as if they did not 


wish to do it at all, the Committee would gain possession of no 
facts, could acquire no information. His Noble Friend bad said, 
that a person was going out, for the purpose of taking a survey of 
the state of the colony. and making a report; and although he (Mr. 
Wilberforce) was willing to allow the merits of that individual, he 
coald not agree in the propriety of waiting for two or three years 
till he returned with the information he had acquired. Considering; 
the length of time necessary for this operation, and the acknow- 
ledged necessity for inquiry, be (Mr. W.) was surprised at the man- 
ner in which bis Hon. Friend’s motion was met. This was the first 
investigation which had been proposed since the peace, and his 
Noble Friend bad met it with the previous question. What would 
be the consequence of this? Would not all those persons who saw 
that Government did not take up the business, think they would 
obtain its favour by refusing information; would they not—“ for 
they were wise in their generation”—shelter themselves from ex- 
amination by quoting the disposition of their patrons, and refuse 
to come forward with the detail of facts, when their interest ap+ 
peared so manifestly connected with concealment! There was ono ° 
view of the question which could not fail to command the attention 
of those who reflected for a moment on the consequences of the 
policy which we had for some time past been pursuing. We had 
formed in New South Wales a colony of eighteen thousand people, 
who were spreading themselves extensively in those regions. They 
had already sent settlers to South Zealand. Let the House con- 
sider what would be the effect produced among the rade inhabi 
tants of that quarter of the worl! by the increase and extension of 
arace #0 muyh their superiors in civilization, if unreformed ia 








* $88 


CALCUTTA JOURNAL, 


a8 


er EY 


their moral condition. Nothingcould more strongly show ihe ne- 
cessity of taking the most effectual measures to secure that moral 
improvement which would enable them to establish order while 
they diffused knowledge. He (Mr. Wilberforce) would not detain 
the House longer; but would conclude by pressing on his Noble 
Friend the neeessity of separate inquiry, to be instituted witha 
full determination to probe the subject to the bottom. 


The great length of this Debate obliges us to postpone its 
he gt bom to another Number.) 


ee enn 
. Military; 


General Orders, by the Commander in Chief, Head-quarters, Cal cutta 
ao July %, 1819. 


At a Native General Conrt Martial, held at Hussingabad on the 2ith 
Jone 1819, Chundee Deen, alias Chundee Deen Patnck, Sepoy, was ar- 
raigned on the following charge: : 

“ For having deserted from the 3d Battalion Company Ist Battalion 
‘2d Regiment Native Infantry, on or about the 17th June 1818, and enlist- 
ing in the Ist Battalion Sth Regiment Native Infantry, from which Corps 
he voluntarily surrendered himself on the Ist June 1819.” 

Upon which charge the Court came to the following decision: / 

Finding and Sentence. —“The Court having maturely weighed the evi- 
dence in support of the prosecution, and from the confession of the pri- 
soner, find him, Chandee Deen, alias Chundee Deen Patuck, guilty of the 
eharge preferred against him, and do therefore, by virtue of the Articles 
of Was, adjadge him to receive eight hundred (800) Lashes, with a cat- 
of- nine-tails on his bare back, at such time and place as His Excelteacy 
the Most Noble the Commander in Chief may be pleased to direct.” 

Approved and confirmed, but consonantly to the recommendation of 
the Court, the Prisoner Chundee Deen, is pardoned. 

(Signed) HASTINGS. 





Head-quarters, Caleutta ; July 24, 1819. 


Cornet Dyke, lately prometed,. is appointed to de duty with the Ca- 
walry Depot at Cawnpore. 

"Bosigos Dunbar, Lowis, George, Williams, and Poole, lately promot- 
ed, are appointed to do duty with the European Regiment at Dinapore. 
The whole of these Officers will proceed to their Stations along with the 
@d Division of the lith Light Dragoons, and under charge of Captain 
Shadwell, to whom they will report themselves immediately. 

Assistant Surgeon Finlayson, of His Majesty’s 6th Light Dra 
sow at Ceylon, is, at the request of His Excellency Sir Robert Brown- 
vigg, attached to the Detachment of Bengal Troops serving om that 


sland from the 16th oltimo, and will continue todo duty in that Colony 


=< his services can be dispensed with, when he will join his Regiment 
in Bengal. 

iineteneats Jones, Patch, and Campbell, now doing duty with the 
Ist Battalion 20th Regiment, are directed to proceed and join the Corps 
to which they are posted, as follows: 

Lieutenant Jones to join the Ist Battalion 29th Regiment Native In- 
fantry with the Nerbuddah Fieid Force. 

Lieutenant Patch to join the Ist Battalion 5th Regiment Native In- 
—_ at Goorgacon. 

ientenant Campbell to join the 2d Battalion 11th Regiment Native 
Infantry at Cawnpore. - 

It being directed by General Orders of the 4th January 1817, that 
the “ Coats in wear” of discharged or deceased Soldiers, are to. be ¢onsi- 
dered public property, and.to be appropriated to the use of Recruits, 
and Pantaloons being now issued every alternate year, it is deemed pro- 

er to explain, that the description of Clothing last received by the 

en, is that which is to be retained for the Recruits, whether it may be 
Coats or Pantaloons, the regulation in question pot being intended to au- 
ahorize the retention of two years Clothing. 

It is farther to be observed, that the rule above quoted does not 
jnclude the Clothing of casuals by transfer; special directions concerning 
which will, when considered necessary, be given on each particular case, 


Lieutenant Goldie, Adjntant of the Beoares Levy, having deliverd 
ever the Drafts brought down for the Battalions in Bengal, will return 
to Benares by water, along with the Native Commissioned and. Non-Com- 
missioned Officers of the Levy, who formed part of his Detachment: 

J. NICOL, Adjt. Genl. of the Army. 


 ——————— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The lines signed AMICUS, transmitted to the Office for insertion 


yesterday, will be returned on @ Note being sent in the same hand-writing. 





Domestle Oceurrentes, 


BIRTHS. 


At Prince of Wales Island, the Lady of Lieutenant 
Archibald Dow, of the 19th N. I. of a Son. 
28. At Bangalore, the Lady of Captain Benjamin Blake, of 
the 23d N. 3}. of a Danzhter. 
July -14. At Mattra, the Lady of Captain W. Cunningham, Fieid 
Pay Master, of a Son. 
DEATHS. 


At Secandrabad, Lieutenant W. Stanhope, of His Ma- 
jesty’s 30th Regiment. 

24. At Itchapore. Captain Anderson, of the lst N. I. 

25. At Poonamallie, Brevet Captain Hewson, of His Ma- 

jesty’s 89th Regiment. 

July 2, At Wallajahbad,.of the Liver Complaint, Lieuteuant 
and Adjutant M‘Ewen, of His Majesty’s Royal Scots. 
5. At Wallajahbad, of the Cholera Morbus, Major J. S. 
Lynch, of His Majesty’s Royal Scots. 


SS + 
eatum, 


To the Editor of the. Calcutta Journal. 


June 9% 


June 2i.. 





IR, 

I think it neeessary to state to you, in behalf of my friend Mr. Joba 
Shavier, whose death you announced in your Journal of last Saturday, 
that he is still aiive! and that the communication in question appears to 
me to have been sent to you for insertion by some Wag or other, evident- 
ly to cause mischief; which, however, I can assure him, it will be out of 
his power te effect. 


By giving publicity to this, you will oblige, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
Calcutta, July 27. SENEX, 


Note—The notice of the death of Mr. Shavier was sent in mante 
script to the Office, and inserted on the general belief that it was accurate- 
We cannot sufficiently deprecate so abominable a practice as this of cre- 
ating alarm by reports of sickness and even death, uafounded in fact, 
and answering no purpose but the malicious one of creating a smile on 
some abandoned countenance at the misery and affliction that is seen in 
others. SENEx would have dane better, however, we think, if be had 
given his real name and address, for he leaves us in the same way with- 
out any assurance or pledge fur his accuracy—tho’ to remove an error of 
the nature of the one in question, is a task that no bomest man surely need 
be ashamed of. 


SS 
Shipping Futelligence. 








CALCUTTA ARRIVALS, 
( None) 
CALCUTTA DEPARTURES. 
July. Names of Weasels Flags Commanders Destination 
27 Calcutta British J. R. Stroyan Liverpool 
27 Edmonstone British T. Brewer Mauritias 
MADRAS ARRIVALS. 
July.Names of Vessels Flags Commanders From whence 
8 Reliance British M. Pike Vizagapatam June 20 
T St Antonio British H.Tornboll Pers,Guiph June 20° 
MADRAS DEPARTURES. 
July, Names of Vessels Flags Commanders Destination 
3 Haldane British D. Wiison Calcutta 


ON a aE SE Se SSS 
Dautical Dotices, 


The Jane, Captain Williams, bas put back, with the loss of her 
anchor, on account of bad weather. 


The ships Malabar, Captain Ascough; Wanstead, Captain 
Richards ; Medway, Captain Wight; Norfolk, Captain Edwards; 
all from Calcutta, reached the Downs on the 2ist of March. 


The Gilbert, from Bengal, for London, was spoken on the 10th 
of February, ia lat. 46° 30° N. and lon. 25, W. 
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